“The Walker’s Autodafè”, to the Memory of Arturo Giovannitti

ISYSA, the Italian Society at Yale of Students and Affiliates, a registered society at Yale
University, is organizing an event, as a part of the activities promoted by the committee for the "Bread
and Roses Centennial" (http://breadandrosescentennial.org/), to the memory of Arturo Giovannitti.
Arturo Giovannitti was an Italian immigrant of the beginning of the past century who was
member of the IWW (Industrial Workers of the World) and led, togheter with Giuseppe (Joe) Ettor, the
Bread and Roses strike. His controversial case became celebre around the world, attracting nationwide
attention and inspiring activists who called for the guaranteeing of free speech. On January 1912, a
striker named Anna Lo Pizzo was shot and killed during a police crackdown on an unruly mob.
Although Ettor and Giovannitti were three miles from the scene, both were arrested and imprisoned on
the charge of inciting to a riot leading to the loss of her life. On November 1912, Giovannitti spoke in
defense of himself in front of the jury of the Court of Salem (MA) that decided for his acquittal.
Giovannitti was also a writer and a poet. Famous is the poem "The Walker" that he wrote during the
years of prison.
A theater company, "La Compagnia del Teatro del LOTO" from Molise, the same italian
region from where Giovannitti was from, produced a monologue "L'Autodafè del Camminante"
("The Walker’s Autodafè") dedicated to the memory of Giovannitti's life and has been invited by the
committee for the "Bread and Roses Centennial" and by the General Council for Italians Abroad for a
tournee in the East Coast of 4 shows (Massachusetts, New York, Connecticut and New Jersey).
We are glad to announce that one of the two dates in Connecticut will take place at the Yale
Off Broadway Theatre on November 19th.
The monologue will be introduced by a round table in which the contribution of Italian
immigration in USA will be discussed and will be moderated by Dr. Anna Iacovella from the
Department of Italian of Yale University. Among the guest speakers, Prof. Robert Forrant, President
of the Bread and Roses Centennial Committee and Professor in Labour, Technology and Urban and
Regional Economic and Social Development at UMass Lowell, Prof. Anthony Julian Tamburri, Dean
of the John Calandra Italian American Institute of Queens College/CUNY and Professor of Italian and
Italian/American studies, Prof. Joseph Tusiani, Professor at the City University of New York, writer,
poet and pupil of Arturo Giovannitti and Dr. Antonio D’Ambrosio, Founder and President of the
Association “Pro Arturo Giovannitti”.
The event will follow the schedule below and it is open to the public.
Because of limited amount of seats available, we encourage reservation at http://isysaa.wordpress.com:

Round Table
Refreshment
Show

4.30-6.30 pm
6.30-7.30 pm
7.45-9.00 pm

Linsly-Chittenden Hall, Room 102
Linsly-Chittenden Hall, Room 102
Yale Off Broadway Theatre

We kindly thank you for the attention and we hope you will be able to attend the event.

ISYSA
Italian Society of Yale
Students and Affiliates

Picture of Arturo Giovannitti.

Handbill about the case of Ettor and
Giovannitti.

A picture of Joe Ettor and Arturo Giovannitti.

A newspaper article (Corriere della
Sera) about the play.

Newspaper article (Europa).

Newspaper review about the play
(L’Unità).

